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SUB J : DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS TO BE ISSUED BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 1977 
REF: DEPT'S A-4662 

1 . DISCUSSIONS WITH AFFECTED PERSONNEL AT LISBON SHOW 
THAT THEY ARE EXTREMELY RELUCTANT TO BE WITHOUT TRAVEL 
DOCUMENTS FOR SUCH A LONG TIME AS INDICATED IN REFAIR. 

IN ADDITION TO THE NORMAL OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS TO 
BE DOCUMENTED FOR TRAVEL, PERSONNEL AT LISBON MUST 
TRAVEL TO SPAIN FOR MEDICAL SERVICES AND NONE WISHES 
TO BE RENDERED UNABLE TO MAKE AN EMERGENCY VISIT. 

IT IS ALSO NECESSARY TO HAVE OLD AND NEW PASSPORTS 
TOGETHER IN ORDER TO TRANSFER SPANISH VISAS. 

2. SUGGEST THAT NEW PASSPORTS BE SENT TO CHIEF OF 
CONSULAR SECTION AND HE BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CANCELLING 
OLD PASSPORT BEFORE DELIVERING THE NEW. THIS WOULD 

SAVE NEEDLESS POUCHING BACK AND FORTH AND ALLOW OFFICER 
TO TAKE BOTH NEW PASSPORT AND CANCELLED OLD PASSPORT TO 
SPANISH EMBASSY FOR VISAEING. OTHERWISE, VISA WILL HAVE 
TO BE TRANSFERRED TO NEW PASSPORT BEFORE OLD IS RETURNED 
TO WASHINGTON FOR CANCELLATION, LEAVING PERSON IN CUSTODY 
OF TWO VALID DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS. FOR REASONS STATED 
ABOVE, TRANSFER OF VISA CANNOT WAIT FOR OLD PASSPORT TO 
MAKE ROUND TRIP TO WASHINGTON FOR CANCELLING. 
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